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Be Born in Us: Bringing Light
4:00pm Christmas Eve, 2022
Immanuel Lutheran Church

Luke 2:11 -- For unto you is born this day in the city of David a

Savior, who is Christ the Lord.

Welcome
Hymn of Invocation #LSB 387 Joy to the World
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth re-ceive her
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav -ior reigns! Let men their songs em -
3 Nomore let sins and sor-rows grow Nor thorns in - fest the
4 He rules the world with truth and grace And makes the na - tions
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King;  Let ev - 1y heart pre - pare Him
ploy, While fields and floods, rocks,  hills, and
ground; He comes to make His bless - ings
prove  The glo - ries of His righ - teous -
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room And heav’n and na - ture sing, And heav’n and na - ture
plains Re - peat the sound-ing joy, Re - peat the sound-ing
flow Far as the curse is  found, Far  as the curse is
ness And won-ders of His love, And won - ders of His
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sing, And heav’n, and heav’n and na - ture sing.
JOY, Re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing joy.
found, Far as, far as the curse is found.
love, And won - ders, won - ders of His love.
(P} In the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
(P}  On this holy night, we light the Christ candle on the Advent wreath

as we celebrate the birth of Jesus, the Light of the world. The
apostle John writes, “In him was life and the life was the light of
men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it” (John 1:4-5).

Holy Child of Bethlehem, be born in us today. Fill our lives with
your life and light.

Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will
not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life” (John 8:12).
Holy Child of Bethlehem, be born in us today. Help us by your
Spirit to reflect your light and love in our lives.



(P) Let us confess our sins to God, our Father, and ask for His
forgiveness.

Almighty God, we live in the light of our Savior, but we are still
tempted by the darkness of sin. We follow our selfish desires.
We turn from your Word to listen to the temptations of the
world. And we fail to love others as we should because we do not
let Jesus’ light shine through our lives. Have mercy on us.
Forgive us our sins and turn our hearts and minds to the light of
Jesus.

P} Upon this your confession, | by virtue of my office as a called and
ordained servant of Christ, announce the grace of God unto all of
you: God has had mercy upon you. And by his death and
resurrection, Jesus, the Light of the world, has overcome the
darkness of sin, death, and Satan. Therefore, by the command of
God, I announce to you that your sins are forgiven in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen. Lord, lead us to live as children of light!

Prayer of the Day
Sit
Hymn #LSB 358 sts. 1-3 From Heaven Above to Earth | Come
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1 “From heav’n a - bove to eath I come To bear good
2 “To you this night is borm a  child Of Mar -y,
3 “This is the Christ, our God Most High, Who hears your
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news  to ev - ’ry home; Glad tid - ings of great
cho - sen vir - gin mild; This lit - tle child of
sad and bit - ter cry; He will  Him - self your
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joy I bring, Where - of I now will say and sing:
low - ly birth  Shall be the joy of all the earth.
Sav - ior be From all your sins to set you free.
Old Testament Reading Genesis 15:1-6

LAfter these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a
vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very
great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord Gob, what will you give me, for |
continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?”
3And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a
member of my household will be my heir.” *And behold, the word of
the LORD came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very
own son shall be your heir.” SAnd he brought him outside and said,



“Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number
them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 8And he
believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness.

Epistle 2 Corinthians 4:1-6
Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of God, we do not

lose heart. 2But we have renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways. We
refuse to practice cunning or to tamper with God’s word, but by the
open statement of the truth we would commend ourselves to everyone’s
conscience in the sight of God. 3And even if our gospel is veiled, it is
veiled only to those who are perishing. #In their case the god of this
world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from
seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of
God. °For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord,
with ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. ®For God, who said,
“Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

Gospel Reading Luke 2:1-7
YIn those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the

world should be registered. ?This was the first registration when
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all went to be registered, each to
his own town. *And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town
of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem,
because he was of the house and lineage of David, >to be registered
with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6And while they were
there, the time came for her to give birth. “And she gave birth to her
firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

Hymn #LSB 361 w.1-2 O Little Town of Bethlehem
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10 lit - tle town of Beth-le-hem, How still we see thee lie!
2 For Christ is born of Mar - vy, And, gath-ered all a - bove
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep The si - lent stars go  by;
While mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep Their watch of won-d’ring love.
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Yet in thy dark streets shin - eth The ev - er - last-ing light.
O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er Pro-claim the ho - ly birth,
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The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee to-night.
And  prais - es sing to God the king And peace to all the earth!



Gospel Reading (Continued) Luke 2:8-14
8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field,

keeping watch over their flock by night. °And an angel of the Lord
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and
they were filled with fear. 1°And the angel said to them, “Fear not,
for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all
the people. *For unto you is born this day in the city of David a
Savior, who is Christ the Lord. *?And this will be a sign for you:
you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a
manger.” Y*And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of
the heavenly host praising God and saying,

14«Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased

12

Hymn #LhSB 368 Angels We Have Heard on High

1 An - gels we have heard on high, Sweet-ly sing-ing o’er the plains,
2 Shep-herds, why this ju - bi-lee? Why your joy-ous strains pro-long?
3 Come to Beth-le - hem and see Him whose birth the an - gels sing;
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And the moun-tains in re-ply, Ech - o - ing their joy - ous strains.
What the glad-some tid - ings be Which in- spire your heav’n - ly song?
Come, a-dore on bend - ed knee Christ the Lord, the new - born King.
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Gospel Reading (Continued) Luke 2:15-20

15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see
this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to
us.” 1®And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and
the baby lying in a manger. ’And when they saw it, they made
known the saying that had been told them concerning this child.
18And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them.
9But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her
heart. 22And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for
all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.



Hymn #363 sts. 1-3 Silent Night, Holy Night
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1 Si - lent night, ho - ly  night! All is calm,

2 S8i - lent nightt ho - ly night! Shep - herds quake
38 - lent nightt ho - 1y night! Son of God,
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all is bright Round yon vir - gin moth - er and child.
at the sight; Glo - ries stream from heav -en a - far,
love’s pure light Ra - diantbeams from Thy ho-1ly face
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Ho - ly In - fant, so ten-der and mild, Sleep in heav-en-ly
Heav’'n-ly hosts sing, Al - le-1u - ia!  Christ, the Sav-ior, is
With the dawn of re - deem - ing grace, Je - sus, Lord, at Thy
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peace, Sleep in heav - en - ly peace.
born! Christ, the Sav - ior, is born!
birth, Je - sus, Lord, at Thy birth.

Sermon
Title: Brining Light
Scripture: Luke 2

Reflection Hymn #LSB 376 w.1-2,4 Once in Royal David’s City
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1 Once in roy - al Da - vids cit -y Stood a
2 He came down to earth from heav - en, Who is
4 And our eyes at  last shall see Him, Through His
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low - ly cat - tle shed, Where a moth - er laid her
God and Lord of all, And His shel - ter was a
own re - deem - ing love; For  that child so dear and
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ba - by In a man - ger for His bed: Mar -y
sta - ble, And His cra - dle was a stall; With  the
gen - tle Is our Lord in heav’n a - bove; And He
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was that moth-er  mild, Je - sus Christ her lit - tle child.
poor and mean and low-ly Lived on earth our Sav-ior ho - ly.
leads His chil-dren  on To  the place where He is  gone.

Stand
Prayers of The Church
Lord’s Prayer



Luther’s Evening Prayer
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear
Son, that You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that
You would forgive me all my sins where | have done wrong, and
graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands | commend
myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let your holy angel be
with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

Blessing
Departing Hymn #LSB 374 Gentle Mary Laid Her Child
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1 Gen-tle Mar -y laid her child Low - ly in a man - ger;
2 An - gels sang a - bout His birth, Wise Men sought and found Him;
3 Gen-tle Mar -y laid her child Low - ly in a  man - ger;
e
There He lay, the Un - de-filed, To the world a  strang - er.
Heav-en’s star shone bright-ly forth Glo-ry all a - round Him.
He is still the Un - de-filed But no more a  strang - er.
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Such  a babe in such a place, Can He be the Sav -ior?
Shep-herds saw the won-drous sight, Heard the an-gels sing - ing;
Son of God of hum - ble birth, Beau-ti-ful the sto - ry;
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Ask the saved of all the race Who have found His fa - vor.
All  the plains were lit that night, All the hills were ring - ing.

Praise His name in all the earth; Hail the King of glo - ry!



Poinsettias
n Loving Mewmory of:

Person/Persons Remembered: Received from:

Mildred Banks...........coooviiiiiiiiii Kassandra Falls
Lawayne Bredehoeft................................. Phyllis Bredehoeft
Verdus Brunkhorst....................oooei, Bill & Barb Renken
Bob Eichholz...........coooiiiii Janet Eichholz
“Mema” Carolyn Fiedler........................ooueee. Chloe Ann Hall
Linda Gallagher........................... Andrew & Clairessa Renken
Raphael & Ernestine Hall................... Don & Judy Vogelsmeier
Roberta Hillebrenner............................... Bill & Barb Renken
Loved ONes......ovvviiiiiiiiie e Lois Gieseke
Helen, Verna & Wilbert Nienhueser.......... Corky & Ruth Roscher
Ledru & Esther Kothe....................... Truman & Janet Kirschner
Millicent & Leland Roscher................... Corky & Ruth Roscher
J.C. & Margie Vogelsmeier..............ccceeveennnn. Mary Yokley
Irvin & Haphie Vogelsmeier................ Don & Judy Vogelsmeier
Sam Ed YokIey......ooovviiiiiiiiiiiee Mary Yokley
Sam & Ruth Yokley........coooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii, Mary Yokley
Harvey & Thelma Ziegelbein..................... Steve & Debbie Vickrey
Harvey Ziegelbein..........cccoovvviiiicinnn, Chad & Christa Ziegelbein
Thelma Ziegelbein...........cccooveveeieinennnn, Chad & Christa Ziegelbein

To The Glory of God for Blessings Recelved

Given by:
Allen & Sandy Boehmer Pete & Dana Melies
Janet & Randy Brandt (2) Lee & Ronda Nienhueser
Allen & Sharon Bredehoeft J.R. & Tina Reid
Nelson & Susan Guier Andrew & Clairessa Renken
Lester & Louise Harms Jim & Judy Teufel
Roy & Dolores Hemme Kevin & Brenda Wulff
Judy Holland Chad & Christa Ziegelbein
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