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Prelude 

Ringing of Bells 
 

Processional Hymn #LSB 379   sts. 1,3  O Come, All Ye Faithful 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802–80, alt.; John F. Wade, c. 1711–1786 
Text: Public domain 

 

Welcome 

Opening Versicles 

P Unto us the Christ is born; 

C Oh, come, let us worship Him.  
 

P God loved the world so that He gave: 

C His only Son, the Lost to save, 
 

P That all who would in Him believe: 

C Should everlasting life receive. 
 

P Glory to God the Father, Son, 

C And Holy Spirit, Three in One. 
 

P To Thee, O blessed Trinity: 

C Be praise, now and eternally! 
 

P Christ the Lord, our savior, everlasting God and Mary’s Son, 

C We praise Thee evermore. 
 

Congregation Hymn #LSB 361   vv.1-4 O Little Town of Bethlehem 

 

 

O come, all ye faithful, 

Joyful and triumphant! 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold Him 

Born the king of angels: Refrain 

Sing, choirs of angels, 

Sing in exultation, 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God 

In the highest: Refrain 

Ref O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 

    Christ the Lord! 

 

1. 

O little town of Bethlehem, 

    How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

    The silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 

    The everlasting light. 

The hopes and fears of all the years 

    Are met in thee tonight. 

2. 

For Christ is born of Mary, 

    And, gathered all above 

While mortals sleep, the angels keep 

    Their watch of wond’ring love. 

O morning stars, together 

    Proclaim the holy birth, 

And praises sing to God the king 

    And peace to all the earth! 



 

Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835–93 
Text: Public domain 

The Christ Child: God's Gift of Love 
Reading Luke 2:1–7 

 
 

     1And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree 

from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be taxed. 2(And this 

taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.)3 And 

all went to be taxed, everyone into his own city. 
 

      4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of 

Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called 

Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to 

be taxed with Mary, his espoused wife, being great with child. 
 

     6 And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were 

accomplished that she should be delivered. 7 And she brought forth 

her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid 

him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. 
 

Choir Song Listen to the Story 
 

Narration  
 

Congregation Hymn #367  Angels from the Realms of Glory
 vv. 1,2,5 (standing for verse 5) 

 

 

Text (sts. 1, ref, 2): James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt.; (st. 5): Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, Salisbury, alt. 
Text: Public domain 
 

Sunday School Kids Narration and Song (Away in the Manger) 
 

3. 

How silently, how silently 

    The wondrous gift is giv’n! 

So God imparts to human hearts 

    The blessings of His heav’n. 

No ear may hear His coming; 

    But in this world of sin, 

Where meek souls will receive Him, still 

    The dear Christ enters in. 

4. 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, 

    Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin, and enter in, 

    Be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 

    The great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, 

    Our Lord Immanuel! 

1. 

Angels from the realms of glory, 

    Wing your flight o’er all the earth; 

Ye who sang creation’s story, 

    Now proclaim Messiah’s birth. refrain 

2. 

Shepherds in the field abiding, 

    Watching o’er your flocks by night, 

God with us is now residing, 

    Yonder shines the Infant Light. refrain 

 D  5. (standing) 

All creation, join in praising 

    God the Father, Spirit, Son, 

Evermore your voices raising 

    To the eternal Three in One. refrain 

Refrain. 

Come and worship, come and worship; 

Worship Christ, the newborn King. 



God's Love Sent Jesus -our True Redeemer 
Reading Luke 2:8–14 
 

8 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, 

keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And, lo, the angel of the 

Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about 

them: and they were sore afraid. 
 

10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you 

good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 11 For unto you 

is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the 

Lord. 12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe 

wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 
 

13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 

host praising God, and saying, 14 Glory to God in the highest, and on 

earth peace, good will toward men. 

 

Congregation Song #LSB 380  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. 
Tune: Felix Mendelssohn, 1809–47 
Text and tune: Public domain 

  



Readings from God's Word: This is what we believe. 
 

L  The bible tells us that the Christ Child was born as true God and 

true Man: 
Isaiah 7:14 

Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign: Behold, a virgin 

shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 
Isaiah 9:6 

 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; and the 

government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called 

Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, 

The Prince of Peace. 
Matthew 16:16 

And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of 

the living God. 
Galatians 4:4 

But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, 

made of a woman, made under the law, 
 

 

C     This is God's Word. This we believe. 

 
 
L    The bible tells us that God sent Jesus to be our Savior because He  

       loved us: 
John 3:16 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 

whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting 

life. 
1 John 4:9 

 In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God 

sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live 

through him. 
Romans 5:8 

But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet 

sinners, Christ died for us 
 

C     This is God's Word. This we believe. 

 

 

  



L    The bible tells us that the Son of God became man so that He  

 might die for our sins: 
Matthew 18:11 

For the Son of man is come to save that which was lost. 
Philippians 2:7–8 

But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a 

servant, and was made in the likeness of men: And being found in 

fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto 

death, even the death of the cross. 
1 Timothy 1:15 

This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ 

Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief. 
 

C     This is God's Word. This we believe. 
 

Choir sings We'll Call Him Jesus 
 

Narration  
 

Congregation Song #LSB 369  Where Shepherds Lately Knelt 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008 
Tune: Carl F. Schalk, 1929 
Text: © 1986 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003544 
Tune: © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003544 

 

  



I’ll Tell of Jesus, God’s Love Eternal 
Reading Luke 2:15–20 

15 And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into 

heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto 

Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord 

hath made known unto us. 
  

16 And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe 

lying in a manger. 17 And when they had seen it, they made known 

abroad the saying which was told them concerning this child. 
 

18 And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told 

them by the shepherds. 19 But Mary kept all these things, and pondered 

them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and 

praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was 

told unto them. 
 

Choir and Children Sing Go Tell it on the Mountain 
 

Prayer 
 

Candles are passed out while the choir sings “Jesus Messiah”. 
 

 

Narration 
 

Sunday School Song This Little Light 
 

As we share the candle flame with one another, please dip the unlit 

candle -leaving the lit candle upright so as to not drip wax. 
 
 

Congregation Song #LSB 363  Silent Night, Holy Night 

 

 

 

 
Text: Franz Joseph Mohr, 1792–1848; tr. John F. Young, 1820–85 
Tune: Franz Xaver Gruber, 1787–1863 
Text and tune: Public domain 



Prayer 
 

Benediction  
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Departing Hymn #LSB 387  Joy to the World 

 

 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748 
Tune: George Frideric Handel, 1685–1759, adapt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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On behalf of the Board of Education and Sunday 
School Teachers we would like to wish each of you a 

Christmas filled with joy, peace and love.  Thank you 
for joining us as we experience  

“The Christ Child: God's Gift of Love” 
May God Bless all of those in attendance tonight. 

Thank you to all of the children who participated in the service tonight.  

Thank you to their children and their parents for giving of their time  

and talents.  Also thank you to the choir members for sharing their song 
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the behind the scene workers for giving their time. 
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