Questions God Asks:

Do You Understand What | Have
Done to You?

(John 13:12)

A Lenten Series on
The Questions God Asks His People

“Do you understand what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord,
and you are right, for so | am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed
your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.

(John 13:12b-14)






+ Call to Worship +

A new commandment | give you: Love one another.
As | have loved you, so you also must love one another. John 13:34

The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve,

R ” Mark 10:45
and to give his life as a ransom for many.

| have given you an example, that you also should do
just as | have done to you. Truly, truly, | say to you, a
servant is not greater than his master, noris a
messenger greater than the one who sent him.

John 13:15-16

Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo Romans 12:10
one another in showing honor.

Do nothing out of selfish ambition or empty pride,

but in humility consider others more important Philippians 2:3
than yourselves.

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave

nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all Galatians 3:28
one in Christ Jesus.

May the God of endurance and encouragement grant

you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord

with Christ Jesus, Romans 15:5-6
that together you may with one voice glorify the God

and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

+ Confession and Forgiveness +
As we draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God
our Father, let us first reflect upon God’s law and be reminded of
what He commands of us. The Lord has given us the Ten
Commandments, saying:

You shall have no other gods.
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.
Honor your father and your mother.
You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his man-servant
or maid-servant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to
your neighbor.



Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
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Let us confess our sins to God, our Father.

O almighty God, merciful Father,
I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But | am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray
You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy,
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.
Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of
you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ |
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the -1« Son
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
+ Prayer +
Let us pray.
Gracious Lord, on the night of your betrayal, you showed your
disciples your servant heart. As you washed their feet, you so
commanded them to love one another. Grant that we may so follow
in your example and trust in your mercy. For you live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
+ Hymn 857 +
Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way

+ Scripture Readings +

Old Testament Reading: 2 Kings 5:1-15a

'Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Syria, was a great
man with his master and in high favor, because by him the LORD had
given victory to Syria. He was a mighty man of valor, but he was a
leper. 2Now the Syrians on one of their raids had carried off a little girl
from the land of Israel, and she worked in the service of Naaman’s
wife. 3She said to her mistress, “Would that my lord were with the
prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.” So
Naaman went in and told his lord, “Thus and so spoke the girl from
the land of Israel.” SAnd the king of Syria said, “Go now, and I will
send a letter to the king of Israel.”

So he went, taking with him ten talents of silver, six thousand
shekels of gold, and ten changes of clothes. éAnd he brought the letter
to the king of Israel, which read, “When this letter reaches you, know



that | have sent to you Naaman my servant, that you may cure him of
his leprosy.” “And when the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his
clothes and said, “Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that this man
sends word to me to cure a man of his leprosy? Only consider, and see
how he is seeking a quarrel with me.”

8But when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had
torn his clothes, he sent to the king, saying, “Why have you torn your
clothes? Let him come now to me, that he may know that there is a
prophet in Israel.” °So Naaman came with his horses and chariots and
stood at the door of Elisha’s house. 1°And Elisha sent a messenger to
him, saying, “Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh
shall be restored, and you shall be clean.” 1!But Naaman was angry
and went away, saying, “Behold, | thought that he would surely come
out to me and stand and call upon the name of the LORD his God, and
wave his hand over the place and cure the leper. ?Are not Abana and
Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel?
Could I not wash in them and be clean?” So he turned and went away
in a rage. *But his servants came near and said to him, “My father, it
is a great word the prophet has spoken to you; will you not do it? Has
he actually said to you, ‘Wash, and be clean’?” *4So he went down and
dipped himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the
man of God, and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child,
and he was clean.

15Then he returned to the man of God, he and all his company, and
he came and stood before him.

(P] This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Reading: Philippians 2:1-11

1S0 if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from
love, any participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy,
2complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love,
being in full accord and of one mind. *Do nothing from rivalry or
conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves.
“Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the
interests of others. *Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours
in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count
equality with God a thing to be grasped, “but made himself nothing,
taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8And
being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. °Therefore God
has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above
every name, %so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in



heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

(P} This is the word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading: John 13:1-17, 31b-35

INow before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his
hour had come to depart out of this world to the Father, having loved
his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. During
supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas
Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him, 3Jesus, knowing that the Father
had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God
and was going back to God, #rose from supper. He laid aside his outer
garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his waist. 5Then he poured
water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe
them with the towel that was wrapped around him. ®He came to Simon
Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do you wash my feet?” 7Jesus answered
him, “What I am doing you do not understand now, but afterward you
will understand.” 8Peter said to him, “You shall never wash my feet.”
Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no share with
me.” °Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my
hands and my head!” *Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed
does not need to wash, except for his feet, but is completely clean.
And you are clean, but not every one of you.” *For he knew who was
to betray him; that was why he said, “Not all of you are clean.”

2When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and
resumed his place, he said to them, “Do you understand what I have
done to you? ¥You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so
I am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you
also ought to wash one another’s feet. For | have given you an
example, that you also should do just as I have done to you. *Truly,
truly, | say to you, a servant is not greater than his master, nor is a
messenger greater than the one who sent him. *’If you know these
things, blessed are you if you do them. . ..

“Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in him. *?If
God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself, and
glorify him at once. *3Little children, yet a little while | am with you.
You will seek me, and just as | said to the Jews, so now I also say to
you, ‘Where I am going you cannot come.” 3*A new commandment |
give to you, that you love one another: just as | have loved you, you
also are to love one another. 3By this all people will know that you
are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

(P) This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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+ Hymn 430 w.1-4,7 +
My Song Is Love Unknown

+ Sermon +
Title: Do You Understand?
Text: John 13

+ Prayers +
+ Lord’s Prayer +

+ Sacrament of the Alter +

Today we celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Here our
Heavenly Father promises anew His unconditional love, renews His
pledge of forgiveness in Christ, and offers His Holy Spirit as strength
for daily faith and life. However, since God reminds us that thoughtless
or faithless reception of the Sacrament can incur His judgment (1
Corinthians 11:27-32), the Scriptures call those who commune to
personally examine themselves and in their communing confess:

I am a baptized Christian and I trust in Jesus Christ as my Lord and

Savior.

I am a sinner in need of God’s forgiveness.

I believe that Christ is truly present with His body and blood under the

bread and wine offering me forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation.

Through His grace and strength, | aim to live to God’s glory and in

fellowship with His people.

Preface

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

RERFBF

Proper Preface
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Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting
God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who accomplished the salvation
of mankind by the tree of the cross that, where death arose, there life
also might rise again and that the serpent who overcame by the tree
of the garden might likewise by the tree of the cross be overcome.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising
You and saying:
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(P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on
those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our
flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive
the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His
body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O
Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.
Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do
in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the
earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in
His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver
and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and
worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Words of Institution
Agnus Dei
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Distribution

Distribution Hymn #LSB 547 The Lamb
Distribution Hymn #LSB 621 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
Thank the Lord
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Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

Stripping of the Altar

As Psalm 22 is read, the alter paraments are reverently removed, and the
chancel is cleared in preparation for the solemn services of Good Friday. The
altar, symbolic of Christ, is stripped of its vesture and left bare for the solemnity
of Good Friday.

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?

Why are you so far from saving me from the words of my
groaning?
20 my God, | cry by day, but you do not answer,

and I cry by night, but I find no rest.

3Yet you are holy,

enthroned on the praises of Israel.
*In you our fathers trusted;

they trusted, and you delivered them.



5To you they cried and were rescued;
in you they trusted and were not put to shame.

6But | am a worm and not a man,

scorned by mankind and despised by the people.
"All who see me mock me;

they make mouths at me; they wag their heads;
8“He trusts in the LORD; let him deliver him;

let him rescue him, for he delights in him!”

%Yet you are he who took me from the womb;

you made me trust you at my mother’s breasts.
90n you was I cast from my birth,

and from my mother’s womb you have been my God.
11Be not far from me,

for trouble is near,

and there is none to help.

12Many bulls encompass me;
strong bulls of Bashan surround me;
3they open wide their mouths at me,
like a ravening and roaring lion.

141 am poured out like water,
and all my bones are out of joint;
my heart is like wax;
it is melted within my breast;
Bmy strength is dried up like a potsherd,
and my tongue sticks to my jaws;
you lay me in the dust of death.

18For dogs encompass me;

a company of evildoers encircles me;
they have pierced my hands and feet—
171 can count all my bones—
they stare and gloat over me;
8they divide my garments among them,

and for my clothing they cast lots.

But you, O LoRD, do not be far off!
O you my help, come quickly to my aid!
20Deliver my soul from the sword,
my precious life from the power of the dog!
215ave me from the mouth of the lion!
You have rescued me from the horns of the wild oxen!

221 will tell of your name to my brothers;
in the midst of the congregation I will praise you:



23You who fear the LORD, praise him!

All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him,

and stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel!
24For he has not despised or abhorred

the affliction of the afflicted,
and he has not hidden his face from him,

but has heard, when he cried to him.

25From you comes my praise in the great congregation;
my vows | will perform before those who fear him.
%6The afflicted shall eat and be satisfied,;
those who seek him shall praise the LORD!
May your hearts live forever!

ZIAIl the ends of the earth shall remember
and turn to the LORD,

and all the families of the nations
shall worship before you.

2For kingship belongs to the LORD,
and he rules over the nations.

Al the prosperous of the earth eat and worship;
before him shall bow all who go down to the dust,
even the one who could not keep himself alive.
30posterity shall serve him;
it shall be told of the Lord to the coming generation;
3they shall come and proclaim his righteousness to a people yet
unborn,
that he has done it.
(Written ~1000 Years prior to
Jesus who fulfills this prophecy.)

We depart in silence.

Service continues tomorrow, Good Friday, at 6:30pm.



